
Cochrane Library
Search 



Access 
www.thecochranelibrary.com  

click on Advanced search

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/


Search Tab

Use the Search Tab for 
quick and easy searching 
of the Cochrane Library 



Field limits

Supports all field limits 
currently offered in the 

Cochrane Library



Autocomplete feature

As user types search, 
common search terms 

are presented



Search Limits

Use this link to add search limits to 
restrict a search by specific database, 
article status, or date of publication



Search Limits

Use Search Limits 
to restrict your 
search by

• Product

• Status

• Date



Add Lines

Use the + button to add up 
to 5 lines to your search



Add lines

Use “Add to Search Manager” 
to move your search into 
search manager to build 

complex searches 

REPLACES ADVANCED SEARCH



Result View

Use “Go button” or hit 
enter to view results 



Results: Limit by Database

View 
results by 
Product



Result View: Sort
Sort 

results by 
relevance, 

title or 
date



Result View: Status Labeling
Improved 
display of 

status labels 
including a 
legend with 
“roll over” 

tool tips



Result View

Improved display 
of original citation 

information, 
including journal 

citation 
information



Result View: Citation Export

Continued Support 
for Citation Export



Medical Terms (MeSH)

Enter Search term 
in this box

Use this box to 
limit by qualifiers

Hit Enter or 
Lookup button 
to view results



MeSH Autocomplete

Auto-Suggest Feature
As term is entered, MeSH terms 

and synonyms are presented



MeSH View
All MeSH 
information  
displayed on 
one page,

Permuted index

Tree(s)

Results for term

Full Search 
results at 
bottom of page



MeSH View
Search in all 
trees or specific 
trees with or 
without term 
explosion



MeSH View
Use this area to 

Add a Mesh 
Search to your 
Search Manager

View your 
results

Save an 
individual MeSH 
search



MeSH View

Once term is selected, qualifier limit shows only 
those subheadings applicable to that term



Search Manager
All Features  
on 1 page

• Create and 
edit search

• Name and 
save search

• View Saved 
Searches

• View results



Search Manager: Creating a Search 

Delete a line
      Add a new line
      Add a MeSH Term
      Limit your search

REPLACES SEARCH HISTORY

Use Search Manager to create complex search strategies



Search Manager: Adding MeSH

Use this button to go to the MeSH tab, select a term using 
the MeSH Search feature and add it to the Search Manager



Search Manager: Syntax
Continued 
support for all 
existing search 
syntax:
• Boolean and 

proximity 
operators

• Nesting
• Stemming
• Field Labels
• Combined 

searches

Click on the line count to view 
the results for that search line



New Feature: Insert a Search Line

Insert a new line anywhere in your search
All combined search lines are automatically updated



New Feature: Find Orphan lines

Use Highlight Orphan lines to find Search lines 
not used in your final search



Search Manager: Limits

Use       to apply search limits and  
restrict search by product, status or date



Search Manager: Saving Strategies

Use this area for naming and saving your searches



Search Manager: Named Strategies

Once named, search name appears at the top of page 
and options for renaming search is given



Current: Saved Searches



Search and MeSH: Saved Searches 

Single line searches 
can be saved from 
both the Search 
tab and the MeSH.  

Alerts can be set 
for these searches 
using the tick box 
at the end of the 
line



Search Manager: Strategy Library 

Load a Saved search
      Append a search to your current search
      Export Search

Sort by:
• Last saved date
• Name of search 

Complex Saved Strategies are all managed using the 
Strategy Library on the Search Manager Tab



New Feature: Strategy Library 
Use     to append a 
saved search onto 
the end of your 
existing search

With this feature, a 
searcher can create 
reusable search 
modules.   



New Feature: Strategy Library 
The appended 
search is added to 
the end of the 
existing search
 
All combined lines 
are automatically 
renumbered.
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